Little Egg Harbor School District

Fine Arts Mission Statement

The mission of the Little Egg Harbor Township School District is to create and maintain a collaborative learning environment that fosters individual abilities and encourages highest potential in order to prepare productive and responsible citizens for the 21st century.

The primary goal of the Little Egg Harbor School District fine arts curriculum is to:

· Communicate visual literacy, including the ability to define and solve artistic problems with insight, reason, and technical proficiency;

· Be able to develop and present basic analysis of works of art from structural, historical, and cultural perspectives;

· Have an informed acquaintance with exemplary works of art from a variety of cultures and historical periods; and

· Relate various types of arts knowledge and skills within the art disciplines. 

Through this curriculum, we will enable all children of the Little Egg Harbor School District to acquire the artistic skills, understandings, and attitudes that they will need to be successful in their daily lives, be life-long learners, and be confident problem solvers irrespective of gender, race, or socio-economic background.
Little Egg Harbor School District

Fine Arts Vision Statement
Experience with and knowledge of the arts is a vital part of a complete education. The arts are rich disciplines that include a vibrant history, an exemplary body of work to study, and compelling cultural traditions. An education in the arts is an essential part of the academic curriculum for the achievement of human, social, and economic growth. The education of our students in the disciplines of visual art is critical to their personal success and to the success of New Jersey as we move into the twenty-first century. The arts offer tools for development. They enable personal, intellectual, and social development for each individual. Teaching in and through the arts within the context of the total school curriculum, especially during the formative years of an elementary K-6 education, is key to maximizing the benefits of the arts in education. 

For students, an education in the arts provides:
· The ability to be creative and inventive decision-makers;

· Varied and powerful ways of communicating ideas, thoughts, and feelings; 

· An enhanced sense of poise and self-esteem;

· The confidence to undertake new tasks;

· An increased ability to achieve across the curriculum;

· A framework that encourages teamwork and fosters leadership skills; 

· Knowledge of the less recognized experiences of aesthetic engagement and intuition; 

· Increased potential for life success; and

· An enriched quality of life.

Recent studies such as Critical Links and Champions of Change provide evidence of the positive correlations between regular, sequential instruction in the arts and improved cognitive capacities and motivations to learn. These often result in improved academic achievement. Additionally, the arts are uniquely qualified to cultivate a variety of multiple intelligences.

- New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards
for
Visual and Performing Arts
